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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 13-24 have been cancelled. Claims 1-12 are now pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-12 filed February 13, 2006 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. In regards to the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Parry in view of Janning, the new grounds of rejection teaches all 
features of the invention as claimed. Applicants pointed out that in the previous rejection the 
examiner relied on citations of Borecki in applying the Parry reference. This was an inadvertent 
typographical error. Accordingly, this rejection has been withdrawn to clarify the record. 

3. In regards to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Perkowski in view of Borecki, 
applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Applicants argue in 
substance that "the coded information that is extracted from the MRC in Applicant's claimed 
invention is 'associated with routing information that is associated with both the personal 
account information of the user and a specific and unique credit card company server having 
stored thereat the personal account information of the user. . .Perkowski merely provides a 
translation database that provides the relationship between an arbitrary code and a location on the 
network. This location on the network is for the purpose of obtaining information about the 
product code. In Perkowski, the user enters the network address of the location of the 
intermediate database. By comparison, the Borecki reference requires the user to access the 

- credit card server or the secure server by actively going in and accessing the Internet prior to 
entering any user ID or password. Once access is granted to that network, the user enters the 
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information. . .Therefore, this MRC has two purposes, one for being associated with a secure 
server and one for being associated with personal account information. There is no suggestion in 
Perkowski that a single MRC that is associated with a credit card and a user be utilized to 
perform the steps set forth in Borecki." See Remarks, page 9. 

"The Perkowski reference is merely utilized for obtaining information about a product 
utilizing that product code. The product code is specifically associated with that product and the 
product code is utilized to obtain information in Perkowski after accessing a particular web site. 
There is nothing in the code that would return the location of a particular web site that would 
have an association with personal account information in addition to transmission of that code to 
the access location for the purpose of then using that code to obtain personal account 
information." See Remarks, pages 9-10. 

4. The examiner respectfully disagrees. The references as applied teach each and every 
limitation of the claimed invention. The Perkowski reference teaches a system for accessing 
information related to a code. Upon scanning the code, a web address associated with that code is 
determined. Thereafter, the code is transmitted to the web address to obtain information related 
to the code. What Perkowski lacks is application of the system to a credit card based system. 
Borecki teaches a network based system for retrieving personal account information. The 
distinction made by applicants that the MRC as required by the prior art requires two purposes, 
one for being associated with a secure server and one for being associated with personal account 
information is not persuasive. The claim language does not preclude an MRC having both 
account identifying information as well as authentication information. Furthermore, the artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art having the system of Perkowski for remotely and automatically retrieving 
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information related to a coded information would know, when applying the system to a credit 
card based information retrieval system, to incorporate into the MRC the necessary identifying 
and authenticating information, if required, in order to retrieve that data. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5 and 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borecki et al., US Pat. App. No. US 2002/0016749 Al, in view of Perkowski., US Pat. No. 
6,064,979. 

7. As to claim 1, Borecki teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Borecki teaches a 
system and method of accessing personal account information of a credit card associated with a 
user over a global communication packet-switched network, comprising the steps of: 

connecting a user location to the specific and unique credit card company server across 
the network in accordance with a known URL (Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034- 
0035); 

transmitting the account information to the specific and unique credit card company 
server over the network (Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, 
paragraph 0039); 
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using customer account information at the specific and unique credit card company server 
to determine the personal account information associated with the customer account information 
from the credit card company server, to the user location (Borecki, page 3, paragraph 0040); and 

presenting the information to the user at the user location (Borecki, page 2, paragraph 
0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0040). 

However, Borecki does not explicitly teach automating the steps of accessing said credit 
card company server. Specifically, Borecki does not explicitly teach: 

at a user location disposed on the network, resolving a machine-resolvable code (MRC) 
having coded information contained therein and disposed on the credit card of the user, the coded 
information having no personal information contained therein relating to the user or routing 
information over a network; 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated with 
routing information that is associated with both the personal account information of the user and 
a credit card company server; 

in response to the steps of resolving and extracting, obtaining the routing information to 
the credit card server associated with the extracted coded information; 

connecting the user location to the credit card company server across the network over a 
determined route in accordance with the routing information. 

In the same field of endeavor, Perkowski teaches a system and method for automatically 
retrieving information related to a commercial product by scanning an MRC, the coded 
information having no personal information contained therein relating to the user or routing 
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information over a network (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 
19, lines 38-40). 

Perkowski teaches at a user location disposed on the network, reading a machine- 
resolvable code (MRC) disposed on a commercial product of a user with a reading device 
(Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40); 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated with 
routing information that corresponds to the commercial product information stored on a company 
server disposed on the network (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

in response to the steps of reading and extracting, obtaining the routing information 
associated with the extracted coded information (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

connecting the user location to the company server across the network over a determined 
route in accordance with the routing information (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the automated data entry and data locating system, as 
taught by Perkowski, into the credit card account information retrieval system of Borecki, for the 
purpose of enhancing the user friendliness of the system by automating manual data entry and 
automatically retrieving credit card information. 

8. As to claims 2-5, and 8, Borecki-Perkowski teach the system wherein the MRC is an 
optical indicia, a barcode, wherein the optical indicia is used to extract the corresponding routing 
information and personal identification information, wherein a unique code is transmitted to a 
remote intermediate location, and returning a matched remote location information to the user 
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(Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, 
line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26; and col. 19, lines 12-55). 

9. As to claim 7, Borecki-Perkowski teach the use of a computer display at the user location 
(Borecki, page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0040). 

10. As to claims 9 and 11, Borecki-Perkowski teach a method for accessing personal 
information from a remote location on a network, as applied to claim 1 above, comprising the 
steps of: 

reading at a user location on the network a unique information access code disposed on a 
portable access device that is carried by a user, which unique information access code is 
associated with routing information on the network to the remote location and also with personal 
information at the remote location of a user that is associated with the portable access device 
(Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 

accessing the remote location in accordance with the routing information (Perkowski, col. 
19, lines 12-55); 

transmitting to the remote location the unique information access code (Borecki, Figure 
2A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0039); and 

at the remote location, receiving the unique information access code and accessing 
personal information associated therewith and forwarding the personal information back to the 
user location for viewing by the user (Borecki, Figure 2 A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and 
page 3, paragraph 0039);, the step of forwarding comprising: 
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sending from the remote location a request for personal identification after determining 
that there is contained in the database local to the remote location personal information 
associated with the unique information access code (Borecki, paragraphs 0034-0035), 

entering the personal identification information at the user location (Borecki, paragraphs 
0034-0035 and 0039-0040); and 

in response to input of a personal identification information by the user, returning the 
personal information to the user location (Borecki, paragraphs 0039-0040). 

11. As to claim 10, Borecki-Perkowski teach the method wherein the network is a global 
communication network (Borecki, page 2, paragraph 0031). 

12. As to claim 12, Borecki-Perkowski teach the method wherein the step of accessing 
comprises the steps of: 

in response to the step of reading, accessing an intermediate location on the network 
remote from the user location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and 
col. 19, lines 12-55); 

transmitting the unique information access code to the intermediate location from the user 
location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 

the intermediate having contained thereat a database with associations between a plurality 
of unique information access codes and remote locations on the network (Perkowski, col. 3, line 
63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 
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comparing the received unique personal access code with the stored personal access code 
(Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 

if a match is found, returning the matched remote location information to the user 
location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 
and 

utilizing the returned remote location information from the intermediate location to 
access the remote location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 
19, lines 12-55). 

13. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Borecki- 
Perkowski, as applied above, further in view of Brook et al. 9 US Pat No. 6,170, 746 Bl. 

14. As to claim 6, Borecki-Perkowski teach the invention substantially as claimed. However, 
Borecki-Perkowski does not explicitly teach a wireless scanner. In the same field of endeavor, 
Brook teaches a wireless barcode scanner (Brook, figure 1 and col. 3, line 6 - col. 4, line 41). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have incorporated the wireless barcode scanner, as taught by Brook, into the system of 
Borecki-Perkowski, for the purpose of increasing user convenience and mobility. 

15. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Perkowski, US Pat. No. 6,064,979, in view of Janning et al., US Pat. No. 6,446,049 Bl. 
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16. As to claims 1 and 9, Perkowski teaches the invention substantially as claimed. 
Perkowski teaches a system and method of accessing information associated with a user over a 
global communication packet-switched network, comprising the steps of: 

at a user location disposed on the network, resolving a machine-resolvable code (MRC) 
having coded information contained therein and disposed on an object, the coded information 
having no personal information contained therein relating to the user (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - 
col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40); 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated with 
routing information that is associated with both the personal information of the user and a 
company server (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

in response to the steps of resolving and extracting, obtaining the routing information to 
the server associated with the extracted coded information (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

connecting the user location to the company server across the network over a determined 
route in accordance with the routing information such as a known URL (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 
12-55); 

transmitting the information to the specific and unique company server over the network 
(Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

using the information at the specific and unique company server to determine the 
information associated with the customer information from the company server, to the user 
location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; and col. 19, lines 38-40); and 

presenting the information to the user at the user location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - 
col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40). 
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However, Perkowski does not explicitly teach the information is credit card information 
and personal information is credit card related information. In the same field of endeavor, 
Janning teaches a system and method for accessing user credit card related information, such 
information having no personal information contained therein relating to the user, and using this 
information to access user's personal credit card account online (See Janning, Abstract and col. 
28, line 1 - col. 29, line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the credit card access system of Janning into the 
automated information access system of Perkowski for the purpose of easily and efficiently 
obtaining user's credit information while maintaining anonymity as well as convenience. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H. Kang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3882. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9 hour flex. First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




